Outcome of patients on long term low-density lipoprotein apheresis with membrane differential filtration: a case study in three patients 14 years on treatment.
Membrane differential filtration (MDF) (1,2) is a variety of cascade filtration. Three patients with primary hyperlipoproteinemia and coronary heart disease (2 patients with foregoing myocardial infarction) were treated with MDF for a period of 14 years. The mean treatment interval was 21 days. The basic level of low-density lipoprotein (LDL) cholesterol was about 450 mg/dl, and the level on LDL apheresis with comedication of statins was 180 to 200 mg/dl before treatment. Atherosclerosis progressed slowly during this period, and myocardial infarctions were avoided. However, in all 3 patients angiologic interventions became necessary. MDF is a well tolerated method that can be conducted without allergic hazards. The clinical results compare with those of other apheretic techniques.